April 2009

POWER

*. . . the gospel . . . is the power of God unto salvation . ..” (Romans 1:16)

THE AcTioON OF EVANGELISM

Evangelism is the bringing of glad tidings or
good news. It has been described as one
beggar telling another beggar where to find
bread. For sure, action is inherent in the word.
To the saints at Rome, Paul wrote, "And how
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!" (Rom. 10:15). Please
note that the passage speaks of beautiful feet
and not of beautiful lips. Clearly, Paul wanted to
convey the action of carrying a message to
anothet.

Repeatedly in the Scriptures, the action of
evangelism is captured by one little word, just
two letters in length - go. In the Scriptures, men
are repeatedly told to get up (arise) and go with
the word of God (Jon. 1:2; 3:2; Acts 8:26; 9:11;
10:20). 1n this study, we want to trace the word
"g0" and the concept behind it through three
sections of Scripture prophecy, biography, and
history. I have selected these sections of
Scripture because they have much to say about
the work of Christand His church.

The subject of this study is sorely needed.
Someone has observed that "the Great
Commission has become the Great Omission"
in the church today. Sadly, I think that they are
right. We have been about our own business,
instead of the Fathet's (Luke 2:49). We have
built our own houses, instead of His (Hag. 7:4-
5). Itis time for us to consider our ways.

Prophecy

For years, I have benefited from the simple
explanation of the difference between a priest
and a prophet. A priest was one who came from
the people with a sacrifice. A prophet was one
who came from God with a message. As you
can see from this description, action was
inherent within the work of both prophet and
priest.

As you know, the prophets had much to say
about Christ and His kingdom. Among other
things, they spoke of its evangelistic nature.

Let's begin our study with a well-known
prophecy from Isaiah. In the second chapter of
the book that bears his name, we read,

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
And it shall come to pass in the last
days, that the mountain of the
LORD'S house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people
shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-3; ¢f.
Mic.4:1-2).

The house that Isaiah saw established in the top
of the mountains was the church. To Timothy,
Paul wrote, "Butif I tarry long, that thou mayest
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in
the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth"
(1 Tim. 3:15). Please note that Paul spoke of the
church as being the "pillar and ground" or the
support of the truth. The church is to hold up
the flag of truth in the midst of the battle to give
men hope. The flag must never fall to the
ground. In Isaiah's prophecy the church is
pictured as going and inviting individuals to
come and to hear the truth. Please note that the
church is to be active and not passive. The
prophecy does not read, "And many people
shall sit and say, Come ye..." However, this is
sadly the passive approach that many are taking
today. Furthermore, the passage does not read,
"And many people shall groan and say, Come
ye..." Yet, we sit and complain that we don't
have visitors from the community at our
services anymore. If we want people to come,
we must go. In Isaiah's prophecy, the word of
the Lord went forth from Jerusalem because the
people of God carried it forth (Acts 1:8; 8:4).
Today, it remains lodged with the four walls of
our meeting houses. We need to catch the
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evangelistic spirit of Isaiah. In the sixth chapter,
he wrote, "Also T heard the voice of the Lord,
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. And he
said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed,
but understand not; and see ye indeed, but
petceive not" (Isa. 6:8-9). God still needs men
who will go and declare His word.

Like Isaiah, Jeremiah also pictures the action of
evangelism. In the first chapter, we read, "But
the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child:
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak"
(Jer. 1:7). Please note that Jeremiah was not to
make excuses. He was to go. He could not
excuse inactivity on the basis of immaturity. Of
course, neither can we (Heb. 5:12). In the third
chapter, Jeremiah again received the command
to go. We read, "Go and proclaim these words
toward the north, and say, Return, thou
backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and 1 will
not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am
merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep
anger for ever" (Jer. 3:12). Ezekiel, Amos, and
Jonah received similar commissions to go
(Ezek. 3:11; Amos 7:15; Jon. 1:2; 3:2).

Biography

The biographies of Jesus, or the gospels, as they
are generally called, are books of evangelism. In
fact, the gospels record the life of the greatest
evangelist that ever lived Jesus Christ. He
traveled farther, loved deeper, spoke plainer,
lived holier, and sacrificed greater than any
evangelist who ever lived.

Do you remember the story of Zacchaeus? If
you do, then you know that Zacchaeus was little
in height, but big in heart. He climbed a
sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus.
However, he got more than a glimpse. He gota
guest for dinner. Salvation came to his house
that day and supped with him (Luke 19:9; of. Mat.
1:21). As amazing as this house call was, the
context mentions an even more amazing one.
The ultimate house call was made when Jesus,
the Great Physician, left heaven and came to
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earth "to seck and to save" the lost (Luke 19:10;
¢ 5:31-32). No doubt, we would be highly
impressed if a local doctor was willing to drive
out to our house to check on a sick child. We
would be even more impressed if a doctor from
the prestigious Mayo Clinic drove all day to
examine our sick child. We would likely notify
the local papers so that they could publicize the
unselfishness of the doctor. However, if a
doctor from London boarded a plane and flew
to our house to offer his help to our child, we
would be overwhelmed. Perhaps, his actions
would make the national news. As amazing as
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these things are to contemplate, they are
nothing in comparison to what Jesus did for us.
He traveled from heaven to earth to save us
from a problem far greater than physical disease
(1 Tim. 1:15). He came to preach the gospel of
peace and to bring glad tidings of good things
that we might be cleansed of the leprosy of sin
(Mark 1:34,; Rom. 10:15). He was the Word, the
Good News of God, in the flesh (Jobn 1:14).

In addition to recording the evangelistic efforts
of Jesus, the gospels record the evangelistic
efforts of His disciples. We see the individual
efforts of men like Andrew who went and
found his brother Peter (John 1:40-42) and of
Philip who went and found his friend Nathanael
(Jobn 1:43-45). We also see the actions of
multiple disciples like the seventy who went out
on the Limited Commission (Mat. 10:5-7) and
of the twelve who went out on the Great
Commission (Mat. 28:18-20). Over the course
of the gospels, we see the disciples slowly
becoming fishers of men (Mat. 4:18-22). In the
history book of Acts, we will see them as they
bringin record catches.

Not only are the biographies of Jesus books of
evangelism, they are books of action. They
record the life of the One who at twelve was
already about His Fathet's business (Luke 2:49).
Furthermore, they record the life of the One
who "went about doing good" (Acts 10:38). For
sure, the life of Jesus was a life of action. He
understood perfectly the limited time that He
had and the work that had to be done. On one
occasion, He declared, "I must work the works
of him that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work" (John 9:4).
Perhaps better than any of the other
biographies, Mark captures the almost ceaseless
action of Christ. The words "straightway" and
"immediately" are used repeatedly to trace the
movements of Jesus. Because Jesus didn't waste
a single moment of time, He was able to declare
as He approached His death that He had
finished the work that God gave Him to do (John
17:4). As He hung dying on the cross for the
sins of the world, He completed the final work
that God gave Him and cried victoriously, "It is
finished" (John 19:30).

The same action demonstrated by Jesus and His
disciples, was expected of all who followed
Jesus. They were expected to "go home" and tell
their friends about the great things that the Lord
had done for them (Mark 5:19). They were to
"go and bring forth fruit" (Jobn 15:16). Both the
Limited and the Great Commission contain the
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action word "go" (Mar. 10:5-11; 28:18-20). The
Parable of the Great Supper contains more of
the same. In the parable, the servant was told to
"g0 out quickly into the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in hither the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind" that His
house might be filled (Luke 14:21, 23). Please
note that the message was to be delivered
quickly. There was to be no delay in delivering
the good news of salvation (¢f. Luke 9:59-60).

It is interesting that early in His ministry, Jesus
told a leper that He had cleansed to go his way,
to show himself to a priest, to offer the
necessary sacrifices, but not to tell anyone of
what He had done (Mark 1:40-44). However,
the man "went out, and began to publish it
much, and to blaze abroad the matter" (Mark
1:45). The context reveals that Jesus told the
man to keep the matter quiet because of the
crowds that would congregate around Him and
prohibit His ability to come and go into the city
(Mark 1:45). How do you feel about this man
and what He did? Wouldn't you agree that he
clearly contradicted the command of Christ?
Before you judge him, please ask yourself the
following question: Isitany worse to go and tell
good news when told not to do so, than it is to
not go and tell good news when told to do so?
Aren'tboth wrong? Personally, it is far easier for
me to sympathize with the leper who wouldn't
shut up, than it is with those today who won't
speak up. Itis hard to contain good news.

History

The book of Acts records the history of the
church that the prophets foretold and that Jesus
founded. It captures the day in and day out
actions of the apostles and the church. If there
is action in evangelism, and we have already
seen that there is, then you can be sure that the
book of Acts will record it.

For forty days following His resurrection, Jesus
spoke to the disciples of things "pertaining to
the kingdom of God" (Aefs 1:3). No doubt, one
of the key things pertaining to the kingdom was
its responsibility to carry the gospel into all the
world  (Mat. 28:18-20). Jesus instructed the
disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they were
endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:4). Although they were to tarry, they were
not to tarry indefinitely. Once the power came,
the gospel was to go forth from Jerusalem, to
Judaea, to Samaria, and to the uttermost part of
the earth (Acs 7:8). Obviously, getting the
gospel from Jerusalem to the remotest regions
of the earth would take action.




Simon Peter:
With Feet Of Clay

2009 POWER LECTURES

July 26-30
W ho Walked On Water

Sunday—July 26

9:30 A.M. — Simon Peter’'s Shadow: An Overview Of
Peter’s Life—Wade Webster

10:30 A.M. — Keynote Speaker On Pentecost (Acts 2)
—Garland Elkins

7:00 P.M. — Not The Pope: Rebuked By Paul (Gal.
2:11-14)—Sean Hochdorf

8:00 P.M. — Operation Restoration: Tell The Disciples
& Peter (Mk. 16:7; Lk. 24:34)—Paul Sain

Monday—July 27

9:00 A.M. — When Peter’s Preaching Landed Him In
Jail (Acts 4)—Chad Ramsey

10:00 A.M. — Liar, Liar: When Peter Shut The Door
On A Sinful Couple (Acts 5)—Cliff Goodwiin

11:00 AM.—Feed The Flock (1 Pet. 5:1-4)—Jerry
Martin

1:00 P.M. — Ready Always To Give An Answer (1 Pet.
3:15)—Caleb Colley

2:00 P.M. — The Inner Circle (Mk. 5:37; 14:33; Lk.
8:51; 9:28)—Mike McDaniel

2:00 P.M. (Ladies Class) - Mary Magdalene: The
Woman Who Told Peter About The Empty Tomb
(John 20)—Cindy Colley

7:00 P.M. — Peter Learns To Worry About Himself
(John 21:20-24)—Gary Hampton

8:00 P.M. — When Jesus Washed Peter's Feet: A
Lesson In Humility (John 13)—B.J. Clarke

Tuesday—July 28

9:00 A.M. — Simon Says, “Repent and Pray” (Acts 8:9-

24)—Jason Roberts

10:00 A.M. — When Peter Went To Sleep In Class (Mt.

26:40; Mk. 14:37; Lk. 9:32)—Clarke Sims

11:00 A.M. — Qualified To Serve In Spite Of Past

Failures—RBilly Bland

1:00 P.M. — Put Up Thy Sword (John 18:10-11)—Paul

Meacham, Jr.

2:00 P.M. — The Debate Over Circumcision (Acts 11,

15)—Tony Lawrence

2:00 P.M. (Ladies Class) - Peter's Mother In Law:

Who Showed Her Gratitude By Service (Mt. 8:14-15)
— Tanya Cox

7:00 P.M. — Eyewitness Of His Majesty (2 Pet. 1:16)—

Kyle Butt

8:00 P.M. - Desired By Satan (Lk. 22:31)—Michael

Shepherd

Wednesday—July 29

9:00 A.M. — Too Many Tabernacles (Mt. 17:1-5) —Troy
McNutt

10:00 A.M. — Seventy Times Seven: A Lesson In For-
giveness (Mt. 18:21)—Kevin Ruiz

11:00 A.M. — The Rooster That Woke Peter Up (Mt. 26)
—Barry Grider

1:00 P.M. — Andrew: Simon Peter’s Brother (John 1:40-
44; 6:8)—Todd Crayton

2:00 P.M. — In The Hands Of Herod/In The Hands Of
God (Acts 12)—Ronnie Scherfuss

2:00 P.M. (Ladies Class) - Dorcas:

Raised By Peter To Continue Serving (Acts

9:36-43) - Rose Crayton

7:00 P.M. — Get Thee Behind Me Satan: When Simon
Rebuked The Savior (Mt. 16:22-23; Mk. 8:32-33)—
Wayne Cox

8:00 P.M. — Not The Pope: He Led About A Wife (Mt.

8:14; 1 Cor. 9:5)—Steve Higginbotham

Thursday—July 30

9:00 A.M. — Not The Pope: He Refused Worship (Acts
10:25-26)—Russell Kline

10:00 A.M. — Things Most Precious (1 Pet. 1.7, 19; 2:4,
6-7; 2 Pet. 1:1, 4) — Ben Wright

11:00 A.M. — The Lost Art Of Fishing: Answering The
Call To Be A Fisher Of Men (Mk. 1:16-18) —Mark Rey-
nolds

1:00 P.M. — Peter and John: Thunder & Lightning (Lk.
22:8; John 13:24; Acts 3:1, 3, 4; 4:13, 19; 8:14) —
Brandon Britton

2:00 P.M. — Peter Learns A Lesson About Tax-
Exemption (Mt. 17:24-26)—Robert Jefferies

2:00 P.M. (Ladies Class) — Rhoda: The Girl Who
Forgot To Open The Gate For Peter (Acts 12) - Tish
Clarke

7:00 P.M. — Mt. 16:18-19: Was The Church Founded
Upon Peter? Did Heaven Follow Peter’'s Lead?—Tom
Holland

8:00 — Confronting False Teachers and Scoffers (2 Pet.
2-3)—Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

Southaven Church of Christ
1483 Brookhaven Dr.
Southaven, MS 38671
(662)393-2690




POWER

April, 2009
Volume Nineteen, Number Four

Deuteronomy 5:32

Wade Webster, Editor

POWER is a monthly publication
overseen by the elders of
the Southaven church of Christ,
Southaven, Mississippi.

SUBSCRIPTION TERMS (USA):
Free Upon Request

Donations toward offsetting the cost of
publishing POWER are gladly accepted
and much appreciated.

Phone (662) 393-2690
FAX (662) 342-7152
E-mail: shavenpreacher@gmail.com
VISIT OUR WEB SITE:

www.southavencoc.org

7

SOUTHAVEN

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Tae AcTioN OF EVANGELISM

In the book of Acts, the action of evangelism is often
implied, rather than specified. For example, the
second chapter of Acts, which records the church's
establishment reveals that there were "daily"
additions to the church (Aezs 2:47). The fourth, fifth,
and sixth chapters reveal that the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly (Acts 4:4; 5:14; 6:1, 7).
How did these daily additions and multiplications
come about? No doubt, they came about as a result
of men and women going and saying, "Come ye, and
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob" (Isa. 2:3). Later, the book
of Acts will declare such to be the case. In the eighth
chapter, Luke records, "Therefore they that were
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the
word" (Aets 8:4). Tsn't it reasonable to conclude that
what these saints did after persecution, they were
doing prior to it? I believe that it is. If you are willing
to go everywhere preaching the word after being
persecuted for it, it makes sense that you would have
been willing to do so prior to persecution.
Persecution didn't change the mission of the church.
It simply changed the mission field. The mission
remained the same "to seck and to save the lost"
(Luke 19:10). It would have been easy for the
persecuted saints to have allowed persecution to still
and to silence them. However, they did not (¢f. Acts
11:19).

Philip, identified by Luke later as an evangelist (Aets
21:8), "went down to the city of Samaria, and
preached Christ unto them" (At 8:5). Obviously,
going down to Samaria and preaching involved
action. In Samaria, Philip had great success. In fact,
he even converted a man named Simon, who for
years had bewitched the people with his sorcery (Aets
8:9-13). In the midst of great success at Samaria, the
Spirit of the Lord called Philip to leave saying, "Arise,
and go toward the south unto the way that goeth
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert"
(Acts 8:26). Please note that Philip was told to "arise
and go." Action was at the heart of the Spirit's
message. As you know, Philip was sent to meet an
Ethiopian treasurer returning from worship in
Jerusalem. Philip obeyed the heavenly call and set out
on what would be a collision course with the eunuch.
At day's end, the eunuch would go on his way
rejoicing and Philip would go on his way preaching
(Acts 8:39-40).

In the ninth chapter, Ananias, another evangelist, was
told to "arise and go" (Aws 9:9-10). Amazingly,
Ananias was being sent to Saul of Tarsus,a man who
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had been making havoc of the church (Acts 9:11; of.
8:3). Although Ananias was afraid, he obeyed (Acts
9:13-17), and a persecutor became a preacher (Gal.
1:23; Acts 9:20). Saul, who had actively carried
religious hatred to strange cities, now actively
brought saving grace to them (Aczts 26:11; Eph. 3:8).
When persecution drove him from Damascus, Saul
returned to Jerusalem. However, like the early
Christians before him, persecution didn't still or
silence him. He was with the saints in Jerusalem in
"coming in and going out" (Acts 9:28-29). He was
with them in worship and in work.

Like Philip, Ananias, and Saul (Paul), Peter was on the
move for the master (Aezs 9:32). When men from
Cornelius' house arrived seeking him, the Spirit bade
him, "Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with
them" (Acts 10:20; ¢f 11:12). Again, notice the action
involved in evangelism. It involved getting up, and in
this case, getting down, and going. Although Peter
was still struggling with the vision that he had seen,
he obeyed the heavenly calling and made his way to
Cornelius'house (Acts 10:23, 33).

In addition to actively going themselves as members,
congregations sent men like Barnabas and Paul out to
preach and teach (Acts 17:22; 13:2-3). The missionary
journeys of Paul especially capture the action
involved in evangelism (Aczs 13:3-4, 15:36, 39-40). We
see Paul and his companions as they travel by boat,
beast, and foot from one city to another preaching
the gospel (Aets 20:13). Everywhere they went there
was either a revival or a riot; and sometimes, both.
Repeatedly, we find the word "go" in connection with
the evangelistic work that they were doing (Aets 16:3,
6-7, 10; 18:6; 20:1-2, 20, 25). Rejected in one region,
Paul would simply turn to another. He didn't let
anything still or silence him. Let this be alesson to us.

In the book of Acts, which records the establishment
and expansion of the church, we see the gospel move
from Jerusalem to Rome. Obviously, it took action
on the part of many individuals in order for it to do
SO.

In the course of this study, we have examined three
sections of Scripture which cleatly reveal the action
of evangelism. If ignorance was ever an excuse, it is
no longer. Let's get up and go with the gospel.
When we do, we will see the church grow again as it
once did. Be assured that when we plant and water,
God will give the increase (7 Cor. 3:6).
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