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“. . . the gospel . . . is the power of God unto salvation . . .” (Romans 1:16)

Endeavoring To Keep The Unity Of The Spirit

T

o the saints at Ephesus,
Paul wrote, "Endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace"
(Eph. 4:3). Endeavoring means
"to make effort" or to "labor"
and keep means "to guard from
loss or injury…by keeping the
eye upon." Clearly, great energy
and effort is required to keep the
unity of the Spirit. After all,
unity can be lost very easily.
Sadly, unity had been lost in
the church at Corinth. Upon
hearing from the household of
Chloe that there were
"contentions" and divisions at
Corinth (1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3), Paul
wrote to them begging them to
be united. We read:
“Now I beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you; but
that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and
in the same judgment (1 Cor.
1:10; cf. Rom. 2:16; 15:5-6;
Phil. 1:27; 1 Pet. 3:8; 2 Cor.
13:11).”
Although they were together
physically, they were worlds
apart spiritually. Paul wrote,
"For first of all, when ye come
together in the church, I hear that
there be divisions among you;

and I partly believe it" (1 Cor.
11:18; cf. Rom. 15:7; 1 Pet. 4:9).
Paul made clear that this division
was contrary to the design and
desire of God. He wrote:
“For our comely parts have no
need: but God hath tempered
the body together, having
given more abundant honor to
that part which lacked: That
there should be no schism in
the body; but that the members
should have the same care one
for another (1 Cor. 12:2425).”
Please note that the members
were to have the "same care" one
for another. They were not to
care for one more than another.
Earlier in the letter, he declared:
“And these things, brethren, I
have in a figure transferred to
myself and to Apollos for your
sakes; that ye might learn in us
not to think of men above that
which is written, that no one of
you be puffed up for one
against another (1 Cor. 4:6).”
In like manner, to the saints at
Philippi, Paul wrote, "Fulfil ye
my joy, that ye be likeminded,
having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind" (Phil.
2:2; cf. 4:2; John 13:34-35; Jam.
3:17; Rom. 15:5). Repeatedly,
in the letter that he penned to
Corinth, Paul called Christ into
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focus. He knew that the only
way to keep unity was by fixing
one's eyes and mind on Jesus.
In this lesson, we want to see
three things as we focus on
Jesus.
The Prayer
That Jesus Prayed
In His prayer for His
disciples, Jesus prayed:
“Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through
their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory
which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: I in
them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in
one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me (John 17:2023).”
The early church did their
best to fulfill this prayer of the
Lord. Luke records:
“And they, continuing daily
with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their
Continued on page 2
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meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, Praising
God, and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such
as should be saved (Acts 2:46;
cf. John 13:34-35).”
Furthermore, Luke recorded,
“And the multitude of them
that believed were of one heart
and of one soul: neither said
any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was
his own; but they had all
things common (Acts 4:32).”
Please note that they were of
one heart and one soul.
Today, we need to consider
anew the prayer that Jesus
prayed for His disciples. If we
will do so, then it will help us to
keep the unity of the Spirit.
The Price
That Jesus Paid
A tremendous price was paid
for the church, the one body
(Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). Jesus "gave
Himself for it" (Eph. 5:25). He
"purchased it with His own
blood" (Acts 20:28).
It should be noted that the
church, the one body, is made up
of many members. To the saints
at Corinth, Paul wrote:
“For as the body is one, and
hath many members, and all
the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so
also is Christ. For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be

bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.
For the body is not one
member, but many (1 Cor.
12:12-14).”
Within the context, Paul went
on to explain the importance of
every member of the body.
Although every member doesn't
have the same function, they all
have the same worth. After all,
each member is purchased at the
same high price (1 Cor. 6:20).
I believe that one of the
ugliest things about division is
the fact that it ignores the price
that was paid for each individual
member of the body. A least a
couple of times within the
epistles that he penned, Paul
encouraged the brethren to
consider how their actions could
affect a brother or a sister in
Christ. Please note that as Paul
did so, he reminded them of the
price that Jesus had paid. To the
Christians at Corinth, Paul
wrote, "And through thy
knowledge shall the weak
brother perish, for whom Christ
died? (1 Cor. 8:11). In like
manner, to the redeemed at
Rome, Paul wrote, "But if thy
brother be grieved with thy meat,
now walkest thou not charitably.
Destroy not him with thy meat,
for whom Christ died" (Rom.
14:15). Please note that Christ
died even for the weak brother.
Although the strong brother is
not to let the weak brother
control the church, he is to
consider the tremendous price
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that was paid for the weak
brother and act accordingly.
We must never forget that
Jesus died to reconcile men to
God and to one another in the
one body. To the elect at
Ephesus, Paul wrote:
“But now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace,
who hath made both one, and
hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us;
Having abolished in his flesh
the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man,
so making peace; And that he
might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity
thereby (Eph. 2:13-16).”
Division ignores the price
the Jesus paid for unity. It
separates that which Christ died
to bring together.
Today, we need to consider
again the price that Jesus paid
for the church. If we will do so,
it will help us to keep the unity of
the Spirit.
The Peril
That Christ Portrayed
Mark records an occasion
when the scribes came down
from Jerusalem and accused
Jesus of casting out devils by
Beelzebub, the prince of the
devils (Mk. 3:22).
Jesus'
response to the scribes teaches
Continued on page 4
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an important truth about unity. Mark records:
“And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables,
How can Satan cast out Satan? And if a kingdom be divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided against
itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan rise up against
himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end (Mk.
3:23-26).”
Please note the simple peril that Jesus portrayed. A house that is
divided against itself simply cannot stand. Although Jesus was not
specifically talking about the church, the principle that He gave holds
true. United we stand, divided we fall. As you know, inspired
writers often described the church as a house. To Timothy, his own
son in the faith, Paul wrote,
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15; cf. Eph. 2:19;
Isa. 2:2-3).”
Please notice that the church of the living God is the house of
God. If a house divided against itself cannot stand, and the church is a
house, then what does division do to the church? Clearly, it will
cause it to fall.
Today, we need to consider again the peril that Christ portrayed.
If we will do so, then it will help us to keep the unity of the Spirit.
In the simplest way that I know how, I have laid out three reasons
why we should endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit. We should
labor to keep the unity of the Spirit because of the prayer that Christ
prayed, because of the price that Christ paid, and because of the peril
that Christ portrayed.
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